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Handbook contains important 
information about Staar Academy for 
students, parents and new enquiries. 
Read on!! 
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Welcome 
 

We are pleased that you will 

be studying with us at Staar 

Academy this term. 

During the course of the 

year it will be necessary for 

us to keep you informed of 

things like rehearsal and 

performance dates, ticket 

information, changes in 

policy, special events, guest 

teachers, etc. There are 

several ways in which we 

make this information 

available: 

 
Å Through your teachers. They will explain our class and 

performance procedures to you at the beginning of the term, and 

will always be happy to answer your questions. Also, your classôs 

teaching assistant, the administrative and production staffs 

of Staar Academy are here to assist you and to ensure that 
your participation in our program is a fun and rewarding 

experience. 

 
Å On our Web site. A rich source of information for our current as 

well as prospective students, our web-site is updated frequently 

with school news, timely announcements, rehearsal schedules, 

and the like. So add www.staaracademy.com to your ñFavoritesò 

list today and visit our site regularly. 

 
Å In this Student Handbook. This booklet contains a wealth of 

useful information about studying at and performing with Staar 

Academy, and parents and students should review these 

pages for a thorough understanding of how our studio works, and 

what we expect of our dancers. 

 
Å Published in STAAR Newsletter. We try to issue the Staar 

newsletter twice during the term. We often include news about our 

students and their accomplishments, special upcoming events, 

and some class history notes we currently have in production. Be 

sure to look for the latest edition on our studio ñtake-one boardò 

and in the dressing rooms. 

 
Å Posted in the studios. At pick-up and drop-off times, you will 

undoubtedly see new postings on the bulletin boards, flyers in the 

take-one holders, and a timely reminder or two posted near the 

entrance of studio. Be on the lookout for new news when you are 

in our studios, especially postings about changes in the class 

schedule. 

 
Å Sent directly home. 

Account-related information 

(e.g. registration contracts, 

tuition bills, concert 

participation fees and 

policies) and placement 

notifications are sent to your 

home via the U.S. mail. 

Studio news and 

announcements may 

occasionally be mailed to you, 

sent home as flyers, or reach 

you in an e-mail if we have an 

address on file (and it is a good idea to provide one as an 

additional means of reaching you when we 

need to). Parents of young dancers, please be aware that we 

frequently hand out notices in class to supplement our Web site 

updates and phone casts. If another parent or babysitter is 

picking up your child, ask them to be sure you get a copy of any 

in-class handouts, and check your childôs dance bag after every 

class. 

 
Å Over the phone. For time-sensitive and high-priority 

announcements, such as weather closings, registration deadlines 

and special-program messages, we use our phone casting 

system, and you will receive a call from the studio at the number 

you gave us when you registered. 

 
Å Provided by our dedicated desk staff. Donôt ever hesitate to 

ask us for information or bring your concerns to our attention.  So 

that we can be there for you on a reliable basis, we try to maintain 

fairly regular hours of administrative support. Please note that 

these hours do not necessarily mirror our class schedule. 

 
Generally the Newark Avenue desk is staffed during the fall-spring 

term Monday through Friday from 6:30 pm, and Saturday/Sunday 

from 9 am to 1pm. Staar Academy has a desk representative 

present on Saturdays/Sundays during class hours. 
 

 

 
 
However these times do change during holiday periods, production 

weeks, between terms, etc. Administrative hours are posted at the 

secretaryôs desk and are usually stated in our phone- answering 

message, so call ahead if you are uncertain about the presence of 

support staff. All calls are returned within a business day at the 

latest. You can also send us an e-mail at 

staaracademy@gmail.com. 

 
An important suggestion to all parents on the subject of 

communication: We do not recommend that you rely on other 

parents as your source of official Staar information, even if your 

child is studying at the same level as their child, and even if those 

parents have a long-time association with our studio. A lot changes 

from level to level, class to class, child to child, and our policies 

and procedures are continually evolving. Many of your questions 

will likely be answered right here in the Handbook or on our Web 

site. Our desk staff can direct you to the appropriate 

source for anything else. 

http://www.staaracademy.com/
mailto:staaracademy@gmail.com
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Your Classes, Placement 

Level and Schedule 
 

Our Web site provides a lot of information about the dance 

technique and class curriculum for each of our courses.  You are 

encouraged to review all information pertaining to the classes on 

your current schedule. You will see on the site that some courses 

require your enrollment in order to qualify for other classes, and 

some courses are enrolled by invitation only. For example, pointe 

classes can only be taken as part of a specific curriculum for a 

studentôs age and placement level, and the dancer must qualify 

for these classes prior to enrollment. Some dancers are invited to 

take certain classes, like our Conservatory course and Childrenôs 

Workshop, and only those selected for enrollment may register for 

these classes. You will find descriptions of all the courses we offer, 

and explanations of the requirements for each, in the ñTrainingò 

section of our Web site. If you still have questions after reviewing 

our site information, parents can request a phone call from your 

teacher. 

 
Your age, ability, and previous training are important 

considerations in determining what classes are best for your 

development as a dancer. Our students are evaluated at the 

time of joining and are notified of their placement levels and 

their recommended curriculum for the next term. Your teachers 

and the Academy directors monitor placement levels at other 

times during the term and make adjustments when they feel it is 

warranted, to ensure that every student is progressing at an 

optimal rate. If there are concerns or questions about your 

classes, parents should request to meet the management. 

This can be done by calling the studio or stopping by the 

desk. 

 
Changing your registration after the first day of classes, unless 

it is being revised at the request of the Academy directors or is 

 

 
 

necessitated by changes in the class schedule, requires the 

Staarsô approval and incurs a fee ($15 for each class enrollment 

changed). Dropping a class incurs a drop fee and requires written 

notification to the Academy. Also note that tuition billing will 

continue until such notification is received.  Note that studying 

Bollywood, Classical Dance at Staar requires you to take 

at least one class each week at the Academy . 

Current students who would like to enroll in a new classði.e. add 

Bollywood, Bhangra, Classical Music etc to their registrationð 

do not have to pay a schedule-change fee, but may need to have 

a placement evaluation to determine the best class for them. 

Current students can use a one-time trial registration ) 

(4 consecutive classes) to try other forms of dance. The desk staff 

can help you with any of these schedule changes. 

 
Private classes are available for a min. 5 sessions in Bollywood Dance 

for Marriages, Anniversaries, Parties etc. The duration of each is 90 mins 

The teachers help students prepare for their event. One- 

time private assessment 

classes are made available to 

all students as 

Staarôs schedule permits; make 

arrangements with the 

management if interested. 

Payment for private classes is 

made directly to Staar Academy 

before the class. Cancellations 

must be made 24 hours in 

advance to avoid being 

charged. 
 

 

Your Progress 

and 

Evaluation 
For information on how you are progressing, parents can ask for a 

call from your instructor. A scheduled phone conference will afford 

the teacher some preparation time and a focused environmentð 

something that is not available in those hectic few moments 

between classes. In addition, one Sunday is set aside in a month for 

parent/teacher conferences. Check the ñEventsò calendar on the 

Web site for the scheduled date. If a teacher feels it is necessary 

to speak with you about your child for any reason during the term, 

a note will be sent home to you. Dates for observing in the 

classroom during Open Class Weeks are posted on our Web site 

ñEventsò calendar and in the studio. You will probably also receive 

an email reminder the week before. During these designated 

weeks in a month, family and friends are invited to 

attend classes and speak with teachers. These Open Weeks are 

the only times classes may be viewed from inside the studio. 

 

 

Your Teachers 
The faculty at Staar Academy 

is a highly experienced teaching 

team with an impressive history 

as performers. Some, in fact, 

still dance professionally. In the 

drop-down menu under ñAbout 

Usò on our Web site, you will 

find a brief biography of each 

member of our faculty. We 

encourage you to look up your 

teachers and learn about their 

own training and stage credits. 


